


























Minimum Recommended Mooring Tackle 
Specifications for the Greenwich Harbors Area 

Each permit holder is responsible for providing a mooring adequate for the vessel and its 
location. The Town of Greenwich, the Greenwich Harbor Management Commission and the 
Greenwich Harbor Master assume no liability for any personal injury or property damage 
resulting from the use of a mooring in the Greenwich Harbors Area. 

The following mooring tackle specifications are minimum recommendations to be followed 
when placing a mooring in the Greenwich Harbors Area. No minimum standard, including the 
mooring tackle specifications set forth below, can assure absolute protection for all vessels at all 
locations under all conditions. The Greenwich Harbor Management Commission recognizes that 
particular locations and conditions may necessitate a stricter requirement or allow a relaxation of 
these specifications on a case by case basis. 

A mooring permit holder may request, or the Harbor Master, after consultation with the Mooring 
Committee, may require, deviation from these minimum recommended specifications on 
consideration of the following factors: location of the mooring, including factors such as 
exposure, water depth, proximity to shore, structures or other moorings; type of vessel to be 
moored, including factors such as displacement, windage and draft; and type of mooring tackle, 
including factors such as an adequate substitution of mooring type, chain size, or anchor weight. 

No standards can assure adequate protection from severe coastal storms with associated winds 
and waters. With that understanding, and subject to the foregoing, the following minimum 
specifications are provided, which are based on marine engineering research, standards adopted 
by neighboring harbor commissions, and local knowledge and expertise. 

Pennant and 
Bridal Line 

Vessel Length Mushroom (Nylon or 
in Feet Anchor lbs. Bottom Chain Top Chain Dacron/Polv) 

Under 20 200 'l2" 7 I 16" %" 
20-24 250 'l2" 7 I 16" %" 
25-29 300 %" 'l2" Sfs" 
30-35 500 %" 'l2" 314" 
36-40 800 %" %" 1" 
41-49 800 %" %" 1" 
50-60 1,000 + %" %11 1" 

•!• The scope of the chain should be 2.5 times the depth of the water at high tide. Consideration 
may be given to the required swing radius in determining scope length. 

•!• The bottom and top chain should be unequal in length. The length of the bottom chain 
should be 1.5 times, and the length of the upper chain 1 times the depth of the water at high 
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tide. It is recommended that Grade 43 chain be utilized. The bottom and top chain should be 
connected with a swivel. The top chain and mooring buoy should be connected with a 
swivel. 

•!• It is recommended that Nylon line be utilized for pennants. 

•!• Pennant diameter line may be utilized in place of top chain in appropriate locations in the 
GHA when approved by the Harbor Master, after consultation with the Mooring Committee. 

•!• All permanent lines should have adequate chafe guards and all chain to line connections should be made 
with a shackle and heavy duty galvanized thimble. The use of an additional pennant or storm line is 
recommended for heavy weather. 

•!• It is recommended that all hardware be domestic (made in the U.S.). All hardware should be 
proportional to the size of the chain used (e.g.,%" swivel or shackle for Yz'' chain,%" swivel or shackle 
for%" chain, etc.). Swivels should be the ''welded nut" type and 'jaw and eye" type swivels are not 
permitted. All hardware should be seized with marine grade stainless steel multi-strand seizing wire or 
heavy duty wire wraps. 

•!• All vessels should have a set of bridals (2lines) forming a "V" from the bow cleats toward the water. 
Vessels that have a single bow cleat should have double pennants (2 lines). 

•!• Altemati ve types of anchors, including pyramid anchors, may be utilized in shallow mooring locations 
when approved by the Harbor Master, after consultation with the Mooring Committee. 

•!• All mooring buoys, other than Lunch Hooks", must be white balls with a blue reflective stripe. 

•!• It is recommended that only commercially available "Winter Sticks" be utilized. They should be white 
with a blue reflective stripe and have a minimum height of 4' above the water level. After June 15, 
2018, wood posts, lobster pots and the like, which can become water logged and fail to remain vertical, 
are not permitted. 

Adopted December 20,2017 


